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NWEA® is a research-based, not-for-profit organization 

that supports students and educators worldwide by 

creating assessment solutions that precisely measure 

growth and proficiency—and provide insights to help 

tailor instruction. 

NORTHWEST EDUCATION ASSOCIATION

NEARLY 60% OF ALL SCHOOLS IN MICHIGAN RELY

ON NWEA MAP TESTING TO EMPOWER EDUCATORS.



• MAP stands for Measures of Academic 

Progress®

• MAP testing results are reported in RIT scores 

(short for Rasch Unit) and nationally normed

• RIT score is an estimation of a student’s 

instructional level and also measures student 

progress or growth in school

MEASURES OF ACADEMIC PROGRESS



• Map is not an accountability test

• Generates test questions based on student 

responses – adaptive

• Gives immediate results; actionable data

• Is aligned to Michigan curriculum standards 

and Curriculum Crafter 2.0®

• Measures growth over time 

• Provides information used to target individual 

instruction 

GROWTH OVER TIME



• NWEA pilot in K-10 classrooms

• One classroom per grade level participated in pilot

• Pilot tested in Reading & Math

• Cohorts were tested three times during the year (Fall, 

Winter, Spring)

• Cohort teachers met in May, 2018 to discuss pilot, 

strengths and weaknesses of NWEA model



RIT Score

Performance





RIT ScoreContent Standard



GOAL SETTING



LMS

• STAR Reading & Math

• NWEA Reading & Math 

• M-STEP 

• PSAT-8/9 – 8th Grade 

Only

LHS

• NWEA Reading & Math  -

9th &10th Only

• PSAT-8/9, PSAT-10, SAT

• WorkKeys

• M-STEP

LECC

• STAR Early Literacy 

• DIBELS

LES

• STAR Reading & Math

• NWEA Reading & 

Math – 3rd & 4th

Grade Only

• DIBELS

• M-STEP



MAP testing...
• Is nationally normed

• Is one predictor of M-STEP 

performance

• Is aligned with MI content standards

• Is aligned with Curriculum Crafter, a 

web-based resource platform that 

Lakewood utilizes

• Is low to no cost for the district



• Develop an NWEA assessment 

implementation plan

• Provide all staff with training on how to 

facilitate NWEA MAP Growth 

Assessment

• Begin assessing all 3rd-10th grade 

students three times per year in 

Reading & Math (Fall, Winter, Spring)



Questions?


